TEAMWORK

When I was growing up, I played on many sport’s teams, from little league baseball to high school football, and all in between. Coaches always emphasized ‘teamwork.’  The definition of teamwork is: cooperative effort by the members of a group or team to achieve a common goal. Whenever the players on my team played united we always did well.
I remember when I was a sophomore and I played on the varsity basketball team. What an honor to play with the older guys. I sat the bench most of the time, but just being there and occasionally contributing was a great feeling. 

Once during that season we were in first place and we went around holding up one finger and saying, “We’re number one.” That was such an exciting albeit brief few weeks. 
During that winning season there was a game when Frank, who was our most consistent and dominant player inside, forgot to bring his jersey. I was asked to allow Frank to borrow my jersey for the game. I did not show a team spirit at all. I eventually agreed, but big Frank was affected by this so much that he played his worst game of the season. Isn’t it amazing that such a small thing like this can change a whole team’s performance? After I realized what an effect I had helped to inflict on him, I felt terrible. We also lost the game. 

Of course, I was thinking of myself and the small amount of playing time I would have. I never thought of Frank and the importance of him having a great game for the team. Sometimes one must make a sacrifice and think of the cooperative effort that is needed to achieve the common goal for the team.

Churches are like this. A church should be the greatest and most unstoppable team on the planet. Each member has to do his part and serve the good of the whole church. Ephesians 2:5-6 tells us that ‘together’ we were saved from sins in Christ, and ‘together’ raised up to sit with Him in heavenly places. Yes, we have to each, individually, answer to God, concerning our relationship to Him. But, He also requires us to be part of a team and work as a team to fully serve Him on this earth. Jesus saved us to be ‘together.’

We are many members of the one Body of Jesus Christ and there is a great variety among the members. The Body is an example of teamwork. Here is how the Message Bible says it in 1 Co 12:12-13, “You can easily enough see how this kind of thing works by looking no further than your own body. Your body has many parts — limbs, organs, cells — but no matter how many parts you can name, you're still one body. It's exactly the same with Christ. By means of his one Spirit, we all said good-bye to our partial and piecemeal lives. We each used to independently call our own shots, but then we entered into a large and integrated life in which he has the final say in everything.” 


We used to be independent, now we are to be integrated into the church. We need each other. Without each other’s input and gifts, we are incomplete. 

We are part of one another, a team, and together we are one with Jesus. We are not meant to do it alone. A church is not a church if only one or a few are involved. At least there will be minimal success. This is true for any organization. Doing it alone guarantees that your venture will never be large, either. You can only accomplish so much alone. You may do a great job, but you also may wear yourself out.

Are you feeling a little worn out lately? Maybe you need to be part of a team. Is there a few of you carrying the load at your church, business, group, or family? Then we need to rally under the ‘coach’ following his game plan, so we can win the victory as a team.
I also like what is says in The Living Bible in 1 Co 3:8, “Apollos and I are working as a team, with the same aim, though each of us will be rewarded for his own hard work.” If the team succeeds, then you will be rewarded and blessed as well.
A team’s shared goal is stronger than what would divide them – disagreements, opinions, self-interest, personalities, jealousy, disappointments, suspicion, doubts, etc. So, in our churches, businesses, groups and families, we have to not let these things split us up, but stay united working as a team. 

Teamwork is what is going to enable us to have the power of Jesus Christ flow through us to reach and serve many people. Let’s be open to others joining our team which will enable us to fulfill our task, goal, or vision. We also will be less likely to burn out.
Don’t let the ‘Frank’ on your team down. Keep a good attitude that will encourage your teammates to excel. Let’s ask God to help us bring in and include other team members to join us, so that we can grow our church for Him.
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