Priorities

What are your priorities? Everything will follow them; your time, attention, money, etc. What and with whom do you spend your time and money? This is an indication of where your priorities lie. Jesus said in Matthew 22:37-38, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.” So, our first priority has to be God. Do you give your time, attention, and money to God? 

God is our first priority. What does the Bible tell us about putting God first place in our lives? If He is first then you will do as Peter said in Acts 2:38, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” When you receive the Holy Spirit you can be filled to overflowing and be His witnesses. So, being a person that shares Jesus Christ with others, a witness, is a part of putting God first in your life. 

Of course you will be a person of prayer, because you have a personal relationship with God, who is your Father, and He is most important in your life. You will study the Bible, His Word. You want to know what He has said and to follow His Wisdom. This allows you to receive the great blessings of God and avoid the pitfalls.

Jesus said after loving God first that we are to love our neighbor as ourselves. Your spouse is the most important neighbor you have. You are in covenant with your spouse. We are to love, submit and respect our spouses. Your spouse should be the one who is your partner in all the matters of your life; your best friend. Your spouse is your second priority. How much time and attention do you give to your spouse? 

How about our kids? They are our responsibility and our reward. Our kids need us to love them. They are our third priority. They need training in God’s truth. Training takes time and persistence. You are primarily responsible, not just your church or Sunday school class. Think about what Proverbs 19:18 says, “Discipline your son in his early years while there is hope. If you don't you will ruin his life” (TLB). Do we ‘ruin’ our kids because we are too busy for them? Do we put our wants and desires above them? It is not easy, but we must put our kids third on our priority list. We should provide Christian homes, churches and schooling for our children.

Our forth priority in life is our calling, career, or job. God has given each of us talents and abilities that are to be used. Many times men place this first. It can be a man’s identity and consume his life. But, no, it is not to be above God, spouse and children. It is important however that we do provide for our families. 1 Timothy 5:8 says, “If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.” Work has its place, but it is only a part of what is important.

Finally, the fifth priority in our lives should be our local church. We are to be a part of a fellowship of Christians that strengthens our faith and keeps us separate from the worldly influences that would pull us away from God. The Bible tells us to have a habit of meeting together. The Christian life is not to be walked alone. There must be loyalty and commitment to your local church. The early church devoted themselves to teaching, fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and praying together. 

Submitting to a shepherd is part of being in a local church. Your pastor, or priest, is there to help you and has been given by God to you. Hebrews 13:17 says, “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.” It is to your ‘advantage’ to put the church as your fifth priority in your life. Give of your tithes and offerings to your local church. This is part of your responsibility along with serving in the church.

God is first, spouse second, children third, career fourth, and church is fifth. Our priorities are the rudder that will steer us to the safe harbor of blessing and fulfillment. 
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